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THE 


MoNITITOR ADMONISHED, e. 


Reverend Sir, 


HAVE lately peruſed your long, ela- 
II. ni borate, and (if I may be indulged the 
Ke 65 Expreſſion) your over-righteous HA- 
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6 2 RANG UE, delivered to the Lo DON 
KN CLERGY, aſſembled at Sion-College on 
Tueſday the 1 5th Day of May laſt, with 
the utmoſt Impartiality and Attention. I muſt rea- 
dily acknowledge, that ſince the Subject Matter of it 
(as you yourſelf have very Fudiciouſly obſerved) is 
Concern of ſuch high Importance to all your Friends 
and Well-wiſhers to Sian, © that unleſs it be regarded 
in due Time, it would effectually put an End to their 
«« Being (as Clergy) and the Place that knew them 
« would know them no more; I mult readily acknow- 
ledge; I ſay, that an Harangue, fo long, ſo Ciceronian, 
and 
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and the Contents of it of ſuch infinite Moment to the 

Clergy in general, as you would pleaſe to inſinuate 
by your Delivery of it with ſuch a Pathos, ought, 
doubtleſs, to have been taken into the ſerious Conſi- 
deration of ſome of thoſe too patient Gentlemen, 
whom you are pleaſed to ſtigmatize under the igno- 


minious Character of faiſe Brethren, long before this; 
and moreover, I am very ſenſible, that the Story is at 


this Time too ſtale, if it does not ſtink. The Pro- 
verb, however, ſays, Better late than never ;” and 
as I found, that neither my truly pious, tho' ſome- 
what too peaceful and patient Friend, the reverend 
Mr. R ne, nor my much valued and ſtill more in- 
timate Friend, Mr. 7% —, thought proper to take 
up the Cudgels; I, who am but a Shrub to thoſe Cedars, 
was determined at laſt, to enter the Lifts, and ſend 
you my Sentiments, of your ſeemingly zealous Ha- 
rangue, without the leaſt Prejudice or Prepoſſeſſion. 
And here I think it my Duty, in the firſt Place, 
like a judicious, impartial, and good-natured Critic, 
to take Notice of your Beauties, and reſerve your 
Foibles to be tranſiently commented upon towards 
the Concluſion of my Remarks. 


To begin then, w. thout any further Preamble; I 
cannot, moſt venerable Doctor, ſufficiently admire the 
truly heroic and ſublime Manner, in which you were 
pleaſed to open your well-ſtudied, tho in my humble 

Opinihay/ t too raſh and malignant Addreſs, 7 


The 
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The King of Pru/jia himſelf (God bleſs him) could 
; ſcarcely have opened his Mouth more rhetorically or 
pathetically at the Head of a Legion of his intrepid 
Warriors, even at this preſent critical Conjuncture, when 
he is threatened to be fwallowed up alive by a Pack of 
ſavage Barbarians.---The Words in which you accoſt 
your Church-militant Friends are extremely pithy and 
expreſſive. ---- 6 Fellow-Soldiers (ſay you) as well as 
« Fellew-Chriſtians, hear what I have to offer at this 
* critical Conjuncture, when the Church of England 
« ſtands in ſuch imminent Danger; let my Words 
te beſpeak your moſt ſerious Attention, notwithſtand- 

* ing they may ſeem to ſound an Alarm in theſe 
* Quarters, where we were accuſtomed to enjoy 
* the profoundeſt Peace, and eat our Meat with 
« Gladneſs and Singleneſs of Heart.“ 

This warm Introduction, muſt, doubtleſs, Doctor, 
attract the Eyes, and tickle the Ears, at leaſt, of all 
ſuch of your Brother-gownſmen as had never heard 
Mark Anthony's celebrated Addreſs to the Mob in Ju- 
lius Ceſar, wrote by the inimitable Shakeſpeare, and 
delivered on a much more ſolemn Occaſion than 
yours, and in Terms (if I may be ſo free as to ſay ſo) 
ſtill more moving and pathetic.---His artful, inſinu- 
ating Introduction runs thus. Friends, _— 
« Countrymen, lend me your Ears, &c. &c.” 
Now be ſo i ingenuous as to acknowledge, that you had 
that fine Flouriſh in your wiſe Noddle, when you firſt 


thought of your pathetic Declamation. --- However, 
whether 


Danger of being inhabited by a as Tenant ; and 
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whether you had or had not, we will allow it to be 
an exceedingly good Imitation.---But to proceed, 

Furthermore, I highly approve of the wiſe View 
which your pious Founder had in the Eſtabliſhment of 
your annual Feſtival, which, (as you tell us, and I 
firmly believe what you aver to KG abſolutely true) 
was * to give you all an Opportunity of converſing 
together freely upon the State of Religion ; of enlarg- 
ing your Acquaintance with cach other, and of pro- 
moting brotherly Love and Charity among your- 
ſelves.” And what more extenſive, what more ho- 
nourable View could any Founder ever poſſibly have? 

Thus far, Doctor, every Man of unaffected Piety 
and Sanctity of Manners will gladly go Hand in Hand 
with you.---But give us Leave to animadvert a little 
on that too ſanguine Aſſertion of yours, (and what 
itill aggravates the Matter, without the leaſt Shadow 
of Truth) which immediately follows. 

Now, ſay you, (in the very next Paragraph) like a 
Boanerges, like the furious Dr. Sacheverel of immor- 
tal Memory, and one of your warm Predeceſſors, 


Now, my dearly beloved, is the proper Seaſon to 


e put you in Mind of the preſent imminent 1 
0 of the Church of England.” | 
By ſuch a ſudden, ſuch an pee Exclama- 
tion, Doctor, any true Proteſtant would imagine, that 


the Church was in Danger of being ſwallowed up by 


the Roman Catholics; that St. James's Palace was in 


that 


* 


that the Pretender was to be inſtantaneouſly wafted 


down to London Bridge in one of the Grand Mo- 
narque's new-invented flat-bottomed Boats. 

This, however, is not the mighty Matter of Import- 
ance that you thus roar and bellow about. -The Moun- 
tain was in Labour, it is true, but the hideous Monſter 
that was expected to be her Offspring, proved nothing 


* 
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more at laſt than a little, ridiculous, puny Mouſe. 


--- Now wherein, pray, good reverend Sir, Where- 
in did this mighty imminent Danger of the Church 
of England lie on the 15th Day of May laſt '--- Why! 
in nothing more than this (when the Fact is fairly 
ſifted) that a few innocent Churchmen (whom you 
are pleaſed in the Heat of your Zeal to ſtigmatize with 


the ignominious Characters of falſe Brethren, Enthu- 


ſiaſts, Methodiſts, and divers other opprobrious Names, 
collected from the Refuſe of the Fiſh-women at Billing ſ- 
gate) are more conſcientious, more watchful Shepherds 
than yourſelf; who make it their principal Study how 
to feed, not only their Lambs, but their Sheep too, in 
Purſuance of that general Charge of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour himſelf to all his Apoſtles, recorded in the 


in order to keep the Wolves from worrying their lit- 
tle harmleſs Flocks, and not like ſuch luke-warm, 
non-reſident, droniſh Prieſts, as yourſelf, who fit 
lolling at their Eaſe, at a long Diftance from the 


Souls 


20 Chapter of the Goſpel according to St. John; 
who ſpare no Pains, either in Seafon, or out'of Sea- 
fon, early or late, on Week-days as well as Sundays, 
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Souls under their Cure, regardleſs whether they thrive 


or ſtarve, or if they do viſit their Pariſhioners, by 
way of Amuſement, 'tis, at moſt, but three Times 


a Year. 


Theſe Enemies of the Church, as you fo invidiouſly 
ſtile them, are not in the leaſt intimidated by your 


Don 2xixot Propoſal of the immediate Meeting of a 


Convocation, as the ſureſt and moſt expeditious 
Means of their happy Suppreſſion.- They are never 
the more Wolves in Sheep's Cloathing, for your un- 
mannerly Language, which they ſcorn to retort; 
they make no Havock of their Flock, as you would 
ſpitefully inſinuate, neither do any of them with whom 
I am acquainted, attempt to make the filly Multitude 
run giddily from one Extream to another ; and there- 
fore ſhould your romantic Propoſal for the immediate 
Meeting of a Convocation take Place, they have no 


Room to doubt of finding Shelter and Protection from 


the Government, tho' ſo unjuſtly, ſo uncharitably the 
Objects of your mortal Scorn and Hatred: And not- 
withſtanding your hot-headed Scheme for laying an 
Addreſs before his Majeſty, and therein humbly to 

beſeech him, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
permit the two Houſes of Convocation to fit, and 
provide for the better Security of the Church of En- 
gland, now (as you are pleaſed to aſſert it is) in great 


Danger from licentious Enthuſiaſts, under the Direc- 


tion of certain malignant Preachers, diſtinguiſhed by 


the Name of Methodiſts, they are no ways apprehen- 
five 
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five of their being ſo much as cenſured, much leſs of 
being reviled and abuſed by that auguſt Aſſembly, 
whenever they ſhall be authorized to preſide over, and 
preſcribe Laws for the Sons and Servants of the 
Church; but when that will be (under the Roſe, 
Doctor) none but the Lord above knows. 

As that Propoſition of yours, however, to addreſs 
his Majeſty on ſo needleſs an Occaſion, tho' you have 
laboured violently hard, it is true, to prove the abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of it, in no leſs than two folio Pages, 
appears in the Eyes of all ſober and conſiderate Per- 
ſons, as nothing but a mere Maggot, and a Flight of 
Fancy; ſo your Suppoſition, towards the Cloſe of 
your before florid Harangue, muſt be allowed to de- 
viate from the reſt, to fink beneath the Dignity of your 
Cloth, and to be expreſſed in ſuch Terms, as a common 
Porter, if he had the leaſt Spark of Modeſty in him, 
would moſt undoubtedly bluſh at. And that ſuch of the 
Public as have never ſeen, or read your two Monitors 
extraordinary may be Judges for themſelves, I ſhall 
not only quote that particular Paſſage, but add there- 
to a true and impartial State of the Caſe that created 
it, and ſubmit it freely to the Cenſure or Approbation 
of every cool and impartial Reader; by which, I no 
ways queſtion but he will be convinced who is the 
malignant Preacher, and readily acknowledge that 
Dr. FREE, tho' an — . is the very 


Man. 
C | « * Sup- | 
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«« * Suppoſe (ſay you) the City Clergy were, one 


and all, to agree never to admit a Merhod: „, or Va- 


« grant Teacher, to play the Prize-fighter in their 
« Pulpit, at that favourite Diverſion of the Mob, a 
« Charity Sermon : Why then, no Church-warden, 
« who had been ſeduced, nor Truſtee of a School, 
« of the Enthuſiaſtic Turn, could pretend to take 
« Offence at their Doctor, as they call him, for his 

« particular Refuſal; becauſe. his Objection would 
« then be conſidered as the Act and Deed of the 


whole Body of the Clergy, by whom any Perſon 


« offending againſt the eſtabliſhed Rule muſt we 
* to-be cenſured, and excluded the Society, as 


« time-ſerving, falſe, and unworthy Brother.” | 
Nov the true and impartial State * the Caſe above- 


referred to was as follows ; and to my certain Know- 


ledge, it was either actually publiſhed in one of the 
public Papers, or drawn up, at leaſt, with the honeſt 
View of ſetting the Doctor's Picture in the faireſt and 
moſt advantageous Light. 

On the laſt Sunday in April, ſays the Author of 


that remarkable r a very unchriſtian as 


« well as unnatural Affair occurred in the Pariſh 


Church of St. Mary Magdalene Bermandſe 95 in che 
County of Surry. | 


The Maſter of the Charity School belonging to 


4 that Pariſh, or ſome of the Truſtees to that * 


1 


* 
— — — A — 
e , 
a 3144 
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« faction, had prevailed on the reverend Mr. Romaine 
« to preach a Sermon for the Benefit of no leſs than 
« 70 of their Children (who are not only educated, 
ce but cloathed ; and, as Occaſion offers, put out Ap- 
«« prentices at the Expence of the ſaid Truſtees) with 
no other View than the laudable and pleaſing Hopes, 
through his ſanguine Way of petitioning for the 
% Poor and Needy, to raiſe a larger Contribution 
*« from the Public than could probably be procured 
« by a more languid, and leſs compaſſionate Preacher. 
And as the Favour was no ſooner aſked but 
« granted by that truly worthy and faithful Shepherd 
*« of Chriſt's Flock, public Notice thereof was given, 
« as cuſtomary in all ſuch Caſes in the Daily Adver- 
tiſer, and proper Hymns were printed for Morning 
« and Evening Service (to the Number. of 1 500) 
« in order to be diſtributed all over the Church, and 
*« to be ſung there by the Children, with the Proſ- 
pect of promoting the intended charitable Contri- 
«. bution. | d 

Now, as no manner of Objection was made to 
« theſe open and public Proceedings, Who could ever 
have ſuſpected the leaſt ſecret Confederacy or Com- 
e bination between thoſe helonging to the Church, 
ho have more Authority (it ſeems) there than real 
„Merit, to fruſtrate ſo praiſe-wonthy and 10 . 
© valent an Intention. 

;* But ſo it was, when the reverend Mr. Naehe 
504 attended as the: Time of divine Service, and a na- 


© merous 
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« merous Flock of good Chriſtian Samaritans were 
e aſſembled together, in order to countenance and 
{f contribute towards that public Benefaction, not on- 


ly the Audience, but the Truſtees and the poor 


6c Orphans found themſelves moſt ſhamefull y diſap- 
« pointed in the Proſecution of their pious Under 
e taking ; for the Pulpit-door was locked up, and no 
* Admiſſion was to be procured for Mr. Romaine on 
* any 'Terms from the officious Church-warden; un- 
der Pretence that his Maſter, who had the ſole and 
*« undoubted Right to the Pulpit, would not only be 
v6 highly exaſperated, but would inevitably complain 
* of him to the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, and very ri- 
cc gorouſly puniſh him accordingly for his Neglect of 
% Duty, in Caſe he ſhould preſume to introduce any 
% Prieſt whomſoever (without his Approbation and 


* Conſent firſt had and procured) into his Eceleſiaf- 


c cal Dominions. 


„In order, therefore, to obviate tos frivelons Ex- 


% cuſe, the Truſtees offered no leſs than 2001. Secu- 
« rity for his Indemnification. All Arguments, or 
« Perſuaſions, however, proved vain and fruitleſs: 
% None but his Maſter, or Dr. FREE, who is Lec- 


E turer there, ſhould preach that Day; and thither 
the Doctor was 


conducted accordingly; for the 
Rector (it ſeems) was out of Town, and knew no- 
« thing of the Diſpute in Queſtion. The old Anti- 
% Methodift attempted; indeed, to harangue the 
7 crouded Audience on that ſolemn — . f 
when 
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« when the Populace became Eye-witnefles of the 
e ſhameful Impoſition, of the Appearance of a Wolf, 


« tho' in Sheep's Cloathing, they immediately grew - | 


© outrageous, hiſs'd the mock Sachevere/; and, in 
« ſhort, ſuch a Scene of Riot and Confuſion inſtanta- 
ce neouſly enſued, as Eye had not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 

« neither had it ever entered the Heart of Man to 
* conceive. | 

Having now nothing farther to add in regard to 
this our high- flying Orator, and that particular Spe- 
cimen of his Skill in the Art of Rhetoric, as it ſtands 
recorded in the 1ooth and 101ſt Monitor, I ſhall 
now come more cloſely to my Text, and endeavour to 
demonſtrate, that he is no better than an unſoundPillar 
of the Church at beſt; that he is only Sir Jobn 
Leman's Lecturer at St. Mary Hill; and (if I am 
rightly informed) Vicar. of Cer, and a Non-reſident, 
where he ought for Shame to give his Attendance; 
and, in a Word, that a Non-refident (without a very 
ſubſtantial Plea indeed) is abſolutely inexcuſeable, and 
not to be diſpenſed with. 

And here I muſt take the Liberty, Doctor, to pro- 
poſe to you a fair Queſtion or two. In the firſt Place, 
Does not the Oath that every Vicar is obliged to take 
at the Time of his Inſtitution, run in Words to this, or 
orthelikeEffe&t?---I, A. B. do ſwear, that Iwill be reſi- 
dent on my Vicarage of *** unleſs otherwiſe d iſpenſed 
with by my Dioceſan. So help me Gad:---And did not 
you take that Oath, when you was inſtituted Vicar of 


Eaſt-Coker, in the County of Somerſet, and Dioceſe of 
D | Bath 


I . _ 
17 * 
n 
73 88 
- 2 
2 4 
= - 
. 
1 
5 
17 
ws = 
2 
193 
14 
. 
Fi 
: | 
ti 
1758 
: + 2 
: Fi 
RF 
"4 
' 1 
RE 
* 
i} 
14 
. 
"BK 
: 
EF: 
'T ' 
1 
: 1 


14 The Mon iron 1 


Bath and Wells? Is not that Place above 130 Miles 
diſtant from London? And were you ever there above 
three Times a Year fince the Day of your Inſtitution 7 
Had you ever any /-gal Diſpenſation from your proper 
Dioceſan? If you know, in your Conſcience you have 
none, what Pretence can you poſſibly frame for mak- 
ing the Suburbs of London your perpetual Place of Ha- 
bitation ?---All that 1 mall obſerve farther on this 
Head is this; that in Caſe, a Qualm ſhould caſually 
come acroſs your Stor ach, and that the above Que- 
ries ſhould prove a litfle too hard of Digeſtion,. I 
would have you weigh well the two following Lines 
of a late celebrated Poeteſs, and apply them to your 
Heart ; z namely, ©. 


„Whatever idle Tales the Prieſts may tell; 
«Tis conſcious Guilt's the Emphaſis of Hell.” 


ale leſt the wholeſome and friendly Advice of a 
poor Country Curate may poſſibly have very little In- 
fluence over you, and you may turn'a deaf Ear (Adder 
like) tc to a Monitor, whom, in the Pride-of your Heart, 
you may look down upon with an Eye of Scorn and 
Contempt, I ſhall cloſe this ſhort Epiſtle with ſome 
prevailing Admonitions of the Lord, in regard to pro- 
per Reſidence; I don't mean the Lord Jeſus CHRIST, 
but the Biſbop of LonDoN, to whom, I preſume, you 
pay ſome Deference, Veneration and. Reſpect, as the 
Head of your 2 not that of _ but that of 
. 5: ap id .. 
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Hear then, good Doftor, what the Lord faith unto 
the Churches. 
* You Vicars, ſays he, * are no leſs Perſons than 
the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt to exhort and pray 2 
e People in his Stead to be reconciled to God: 
« are Overſcers of your reſpective Flocks, and wal 
to feed thoſe whom he hath purchaſed with his 
« own Blood. You are Miniſters and Stewards of the 
« Myſtery of God, and it is required of you to be 
« found faithful. You are Mafchmen, in a Word, 
« for the Souls of thoſe committed to your Care.” - , 

Having thus reminded you of your high Poſt, and the 
Importance of your ſpiritual Employment, the pious old 
Gentleman, notwithſtanding you ſeem to ſneer at him 
in your firſt Monitor, 6h Account of his Age and Ina- 
bility at his Years, to fight the good Fight of Faith; 
notwithſtanding your Sneers, I ſay, he addrefles you 
(like a fond and indulgent Parent) in the following 
truly cordial and moſt affectionate Terms. 3 

« Tell me now which of the Duties incumbent on 
“ you can poſſibly be diſcharged by, you in that con; 
« ſcientious Manner as it ought, if you abſent your- 
« ſelf from your Cure? Can you deliver the Meſſage 
« of Chriſt, as his Ambaſſador to Perſons to whom you 
have no Acceſs ? Can you over-ſee the Flock, or 
« feed the Church, which you have {(diſhonourably, 
* nay moſt ſhamefully) forſaken ? Can you, 4ſþenſe 
© the Myfteries of God, to thoſe whom you neither Tee 
« nor ſpeak to? Or can you watch for their Souls; 
to whoſe Perſons, as well as to their ſpiritual 
« Wants you are a perfect Stranger ? Thus 
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Thus far the zood Biſhop ; but in my humble Opi- . | 


nion, his Lordſhip ſhould have added one Interrogge 


tory more, and that is, How can you Vicars dae gabe 


Aſſurance, tõ imagine, that I can ſtrain my own Co 

ſcience ſo far as to diſpenſe with your Neglect, 

every trivial Occaſion? 7 
The good old Gentleman, however, i in order * e 


you Vicars the downright Abſurdity of Non-reſidence, * 4 


at your reſpective Cures, proceeds in the roaring 
candid Manner. be 
* Were you to agree with a Pilot of a Ship, ſays 


4 he, to conduct a Ship to the Eaſli-Indies, it would 
be almoſt abſurd to add, as a particular Covenant; 
« that he ſhould reſide in the Ship during the Voy- 


« age; ſince, without it, he could not poſſibly fulfil 
«© the eſſential Part of the Contract of conducting the 
« Ship to Port. --- The Caſe is the very ſame in your 
« Office:---When you accept of a Cure, you are as 


* much bound to reſide among the People, commit - 


«ed to. your Care, as the Pilot is to abide in the Ship 


ec which he has undertaken to manage and conduct ſafe 0 


ce jnto Harbour.“ 

Now, Doctor, if, with all your Quibbles 4 * 
torical Flouriſhes, you can fairly knock down the 
above quoted Argument, which appears to me unan- 


ſwerable, and make it appear that Non-reſidence is 


excuſable, tho not duly and legally diſpenſed with, 
then III freely own you Maſter of the Field, and be 


_—_ „ 
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your Heraid myſelf to proclaim you blameleſs, „ E 


